
Proposal: Adoption of the Perennial Crop Program on Campus                            March 14, 2017 
To: OWU’s Building and Grounds  
From: GEOG 499: Sustainability Practicum, Larynn Cutshaw, Maddy Coalmer 
 
Currently on Ohio Wesleyan’s campus, the majority of the plants are for aesthetic purposes. 
While these types of landscape plantings are pleasing to the eye, they do not have direct 
sustainable and economic benefits. Additionally, a considerable amount of the foliage are 
annuals, which are planted yearly and cost the campus funds each year to maintain and plant. 
 
In order to benefit the school and increase sustainable efforts on campus, we are proposing a 
perennial crop program on campus. Our goal is to have stealthily located plantings which require 
little or no maintenance and might fulfil some of the desire among students to grow food. As 
evidenced by the continued failure of student run campus gardens, this low-maintenance 
approach to campus gardens may be more sustainable in the long run. This effort would involve 
planting perennial crops in areas on campus that are less visible to students, prospective students, 
and families. Selected perennial plants include: asparagus (Asparagus officinalis), mint (Mentha 
spp.), black raspberry bushes (Rubus occidentalis), red raspberry bushes (Rubus idaeus), and 
possibly kale (Brassica oleracea var. sabellica). Once mature enough to be harvested, these 
plants will allow for yearly seasonal production of edible crops, which can be sold (to Chartwells 
or the local Yellowbird Foodshed CSA) for funding for the sustainability program on campus. 
Much like our campus arboretum, the proposed perennial plantings would serve broader 
pedagogical, rather than merely aesthetic goals.    
 
The selected perennials will require some maintenance in order to successfully yield produce 
(such as watering, weeding, etc. especially during the seedling stages). However, due to their 
stealthily selected locations, if these plants were to lack maintenance there should not be any 
aesthetic detriments. The only issues we can foresee with the placement of some of these 
proposed perennial locations is if particular species were invasive to surrounding pre-existing 
plant species.  
 
Possible Locations: 
Below, we have provided a map of campus owned parcels, with highlighted sections for our 
proposed annual crop locations. We seek a preliminary review of this proposal by Buildings & 
Grounds, and discussion about the locations we have selected, as well as possible additional 
locations. Our goal is to vet our idea for stealth perennial plants, and discuss specific details of 
the identified locations. 
 
 
 
 



Locations include:  
1.) Along the tree/brush line near the tennis courts 
2.) Behind B&G building, if space permits 
3.) Behind Meek Aquatic Center  
4.) Along the back treeline of the Jay Martin Soccer Complex 
5.) Old P&J’s yard, behind the Student Observatory, and a lean-to greenhouse constructed 

off of the maintenance garage in the Stuy parking lot 
6.) Monnett Garden plots  
7.) Following the Delaware Run creek bed 
8.) Northern treeline of Selby Stadium 
9.) Treeline of the discus throwing field 

 

 
 


