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Gauging Interest in Composting in Central Ohio  

Dr. John Krygier, Janelle Valdinger, Kait Aromy 

This project was intended to gauge interest in composting in Delaware specifically, but 

has been expanded to the greater Columbus/Central Ohio region. This interest in people’s current 

composting habits and willingness to participate if they do not already, is because OWU is 

planning to establishing a composting system as part of a social venture operation. The compost 

generated will go to worms, whose castings will be sold. The worm-castings-revenue will fund 

community gardens, which will provide fresh fruits and veggies to those in need, reducing food 

waste and food insecurity in Central Ohio.  

To understand Delaware’s initial interest would allow us to estimate how receptive to the 

program they would be, and due to that, how successful the social venture would be. The way we 

gauged the interested was by distributing a 10 question survey and awaited the results. People 

were more interested than not, so it is safe to predict that the social venture would be successful 

in Delaware.  

 

The questions of the survey were simple and direct. They are as follows:  

Do you compost?  



Would you compost food scraps (food scraps was defined) if they were picked up, 

curbside, like other recyclables? 

Would you pay a service fee to compost food scraps, that you would drop off to the 

Farmers’ Market, or some other location in Delaware?  

How much would you pay for such service?  

Are you concerned about climate change?  

If a lot of people were composting, would you feel better about your own efforts?  

Would you be more interested if you knew your compost was part of effort to reduce 

food waste in Delaware?  

Would you be more interested if you knew your compost was part of an effort to reduce 

food insecurity in Delaware and the greater Columbus area?  

What does “environmentalism” mean to you?  

Can you think of other ways we could reduce the carbon footprint in Delaware? 

The results are as follows:  

 

2018 Population of Delaware, OH: 34,753 
 
Percent Predicted to do an activity, translated to the corresponding number of people:  



 
Actively compost: 14,005 - 18,835 
 
Take up composting: 9,175 
 
Would be interested in curbside composting:  25,091 - 31,381 
 
Be willing to pay: 4,830 - 16,402 
 
Would feel encouraged: 16,890-20,748 
 
 
 
 
Charts:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 



Addressing Concerns:  

“To me these are two unrelated issues”  

Food waste and compost may seem like separate things; but the way we see it at OWU, 
composting is one solution for food waste. They’re related in the sense that we can compost to 
reduce food waste, and food waste could be reframed as a resource.  

“...eating leftovers..” and “Composting doesn’t stop what people make/cook, it 
doesn’t reduce food waste” 

These responses are talking about post-consumer food waste, which is a big deal, but 
beyond the scope of this project because post-consumer FW cannot be composted. This problem 
is best mitigated by smaller portion sizes and moderation.  

Composting does tackle pre-consumer compost, which is food scraps (peels, stalks, 
seeds, etc) that is usually produced when people cook. In this aspect, composting indeed reduces 
food waste, it just doesn’t obliterate the whole thing.  

 

 



Making the connection:  

The compost is part of a social venture project. The compost would provide bacteria for 

the worms to ingest, and the worms’ castings will be sold. This revenue will go towards the 

establishment and maintenance of community gardens. The gardens will then provide fresh 

produce to those in need, reducing food insecurity.  

The unadulterated responses to “What does “Environmentalism mean to you?” are the 

following:  

Environmentalism is an old term that surrounded the niche movement in the 1960s, 70s and 80s. Since the 
mid -90s, the movement has become more of a regime and is quickly converting to landscape status which 
means that green practices are becoming more of the norm and are no longer a novelty or fad. 

 
use resources responsibly 

 
re-use, donate, and re-purpose first, recycle/compost second 
eliminate excess packaging 

 
Hm, big topic. I prefer the term economic, social, and environmental "sustainability." We need to transition 
away from fossil fuel and consumerism, but respect for the planet is certainly part of it. 
 

Being conscious and making an effort to reduce our carbon footprint 
 

respect for all life and the natural world, pledge to protect organisms and habitat 
 

To quote Chief Seattle ---- 
 
"All things are connected. Whatever befalls  
the earth befalls the children of the earth." 
 



Enacting personal practices and public policies that maintain a healthy, functional environment for humans 
and other living things. 
 

Moving towards a more sustainable future (anong many other things). 
 

A working solution for a better environment 
 

All steps small and great that would preserve the Earth's resources and its climate as it was in, say, 1900 
 

Interest in, concern about, learning about, and caring for the environment in which we live and breathe. 
 

Being good stewards of creation. 
 

Caring for the earth 
 

Not fond of the term. It speaks to only one side of the equation. Prefer Sustainable Development or 
Sustainability. 
 

Concern for the environment 
 

Advocating for the Earth as a resource 
 

Everything. Care for the world we inhabit. A way of existing. Great question! 
Being stewards of the earth. Looking beyond human interest concerning the ecosystem. 
making an honest effort to use our natural resources in the most beneficial and economical way possible to 
insure that future generations energy needs will be provided for 
 

Leave no impact. 
 

It means doing everything I can to take care of the planet and leave the lightest footprint possible. 
 

N 
 

Protecting the land, air, and water for all. Species health and wellbeing 
 



Taking care of our planet for the future. 
 

Being a good caretaker of the Earth’s resources. 
 

Nothing 
 

Respect the environment 
 

Taking care of soil,water,forest,and air quality 
 

Generally, a commercial/socialist group that wants to control anything we do and demand/force us to do 
their bidding 
 

It's a word to me. Nothing more. 
 

Doing you part, however small, to help protect the environment 
 

Not sure 
 

Very little. It’s become more of a political buzzword than anything. 
 

N/a 
 

Means taking action to help reduce you carbon foot print and find ways to improve our environment and 
support our local eco systems 
 

* 
 

Trying to save the earth 
 

Making an effort to help, rather than harm, our environment 
 

Believing science, appreciation earth . Respecting all of nature equally . Doing my oart 
 



Care for environment 
 

Protecting the earth from waste and pollution 
 

Use your dictionary 
 

Good things. I am interested in living sustainably and in a way that isn't crushing biodiversity. 
 

na 
 

Working together to do good for the environment 
 

Taking the best care we can of our earth and the natural resources we have. 
 

Caring about the environment. 
 

Advocating and acting for the good of our environment 
 

The way I or we view the environment 
 

Practices that save the earth and its inhabitants. 
 

Do your part to preserve this amazing planet 
 

Trying to make the earth a better place 
 

Your surroundings 
 

Being aware of your environment and taking steps to improve it. 
 

Being cognizant of humans' impact on the planet and what we can do to reduce the resources we  



consume and ruin. 
 

I definitely think the larger community effort spurs me on to believe change can happen. 
 

Conserving natural resources, minimizing destruction/pollution/degradation of the environment,reducing 
waste, exploring alternatives to a consumer based economy. 
 

Protecting our environment 
 

Doing your part to keep the planet healthy by using smart resources and curbing consumerism. 
 

Being a good steward of our planet. 
 

Leaving the planet healthy for our children 
 

Thoughtful stewardship of the resources God has given us. 
 

Being concerned about the environment and working to do something to change scientifically proven 
problems. 
 

Clean fresh air and pretty water at the lakes 
 

Living sustainably in a modern world. 
 

Caring for the environment 
 

Taking care of our planet 
 

taking intentional actions to support the environment; being an advocate for the environment 
 

Do your part to clean up after yourself or take initiative and pick up trash if you see it. 
 

Leaving a better world for our children” 



The unadulterated responses to “Can you think of other ways we could reduce the carbon 

footprint in Delaware?” are the following:  

“No 

For the city of Delaware to have a Green Infrastructure (GI) Plan. The first step in becoming a climate 
resilient community is to adopt a sweeping plan and commitment to build GI exclusively over traditional 
methods. Delaware does not do that. Other cities in the area like Dublin, Worthington, Gahanna and Grove 
City do. Delaware needs to write in GI BMPs and requirements into its Comprehensive Plan (process 
underway) as a first step to become a Sustainable 2050 community in action rather than just in name only 
as is the case now. 

no 

Sustainable Delaware Ohio (SDO) has been working on it for years. Food is part of it, but there is also 
renewable energy, transportation, nature preservation & restoration, etc. Come to one of our meetings 
someday! And we are showing the documentary "Transition 2.0" on Tues., Nov. 27 (7 pm), in the Public 
Library, followed by discussion. 

More infrastructure for active transportation 

better public transport system, better bikeway system 

Start a Zero Waste program. 

Increase opportunities to walk and bike, support light rail transport to Columbus, preserve farmland and 
greenspace, transition to renewable energy for homeowners. 

Renewable energy, home gardening, reducing meat consumption, going to the farmers market more, 
increasing awareness, better recycling system 

buy and grow food locally 
reduce meat consumption 

buy and grow food locally 
reduce meat consumption 
feed food scraps to chickens 
 
 



Lots. Better transportation with railways from Cinci to Columbus to Cleveland, going through the rural 
areas with stops for many others in Counties like Delaware. Also, need a way for all of us (regardless of 
where we live), to be able to recycle ALL trash in all areas of the county. 

Publicize solar energy; have more public transportation; have a self-owned municipal power system like 
Westerville has 

Sure! More public transportation, connecting all the short bike/multiuse trails around town, more solar 
panels and windmills, more charging stations for electric vehicles, less plastic, more green spaces, less 
dependence on fossil fuels, and eliminating the wasteful culture of consumerism. :D 

Make downtown more pedestrian-friendly. As it is, you almost get hit by a car when you cross the street. 

More parks and less new development 

Make downtown a motor vehicle free, pedestrian friendly zone. 

Work with retailers to provide more vegetarian options at restaurants; Build infrastructure that encourages 
active transportation 

Bike path! 

More walking. Less plastic. Less consumerism. Ban luxury pickup trucks 🙄 

I think plastic usage is a major issue. Not just "disposable" items, but many of the toys, tools, etcetera are 
made of plastic. These are often not serviceable and hard to recycle. 

recycling and repurposing is something more people could be doing 

Stop urban sprawl and destroying natural areas. Rebuild from what is already here and decaying. 

Eliminate plastic bags, cups, straws, and lids; more composting; commuter rail to Columbus; community 
gardens; rain gardens; permeable surfaces in parking lots; more rain collection 

N 

Public rail transportation between Columbus and Delaware 

Get rid of plastic bags at stores. Better mass transportation available for everyone. 



Make OWU a dry campus hahahaha 

Why would we need to - Consensus is not Fact. What you need to do is get government/agencies out of 
peoples homes, lives, backyards. 

Probably, but getting widespread buy in is the challenge. 

Don’t know 

Use less plastic 

Prohibit OWU students from having cars. 

N/a 

Supply tip cart recycle bins to help keep recycling in the bins and out of gutters. encourage recycling on all 
levels including food compost. More community gardens for those who don't have space in their own yard. 
move away from plastic grocery bags at local stores. 

Increase the plastics that Delaware recycles to expand to 5, 6, etc... Add more connecting sidewalks and 
bike paths. 

Better public transportation 

Maybe pick trash up less and recycling more,, so folks could see how much they could recycle and charge 
the curbside services accordingly. 

Recycling 

Yes 

I am an ecology and justice student at the Methodist Theological School in Ohio. Currently, we have an 
organic school farm, but do not compost because our compost wouldn't be organic. I would be interested in 
teaming up to get my school composting, even if the compost would be delivered to another place. Email 
me if you are interested in talking more. Terry Hermsen sent me this form. -Phil Yoder- 
philyode@gmail.com 

Na 

Plant more trees. Plant fruit trees in.public parks for anyone to use. 



Better bike trails that are actually interconnected. Better and more reliable public transportation (especially 
south to Columbus, to the airport, and to other popular areas). A grocery store downtown. Use of recyclable 
containers in restaurants downtown. No plastic bags from shops. More variety of produce at the farmers 
market. 

Rainwater collection tanks for non-potable water needs 

Car care programs. Each car must go through an exhaust emissions check prior to renewing tags 

Alternative energy like solar in homes and public buildings. 

More community gardens 

Providing city wide large trash can sized recycling bins. 

- 

Reduce the dependence upon and personal identity complex associated with automobiles. It seems 
destructive, uneconomical, wasteful of time and natural resources, and discriminating to the poor, the 
disabled, and the elderly to have convenient access to jobs, recreation, shopping, education, and cultural 
events sodependent on personal transportation. 

I think continuing to build bike paths and to create some carpooling parkong spots along 23 or 36/37. Alos 
a bulk goods store would be fabulous, even encouraging kroger to add a bulk area like what they have in 
Marysville would be good. Thanks for your work. 

Lots! Reduce packaging requirements, charge for plastic bags, car free weekends in downtown, provide 
dedicated bike-lanes on EVERY street / connect existing bike trails better to the road networks, offer better 
public transportation, plant trees, just to name a few... 

Call your representative to support HB7173. The Energy Innovation And Carbon Dividend Act! 

I would love to see some more alternative energy initiatives. There are no public electric car parking spots, 
nothing to help encourage the use of solar power, etc (and if any of that is the case, it isn't very obvious). 

Recycle more than just 1 & 2 plastics, local businesses give incentives for using alternative transportation, 
and I know it's not necessarily the carbon footprint, but I'd love to see Delaware ban plastic bags and 
balloons! 

Reduce dependcy on single use plastic and other toxic chemicals. 



Better Recycling in Schools 

I'd be in favor (for lots of reasons) of starting middle and high school later. One advantage would be to 
encourage kids to walk to school. Parents may feel safer having their kids walk rather than drive or be 
driven if kids are not walking in the dark. 

The return of Victory gardens and less littering. 

More public transport options.” 

The survey was interesting to say the least and the whole project has made me confident that 
composting and social ventures have a viable place here.  

 


