
Composting in Central 
Ohio 

Where do we stand? 



Delaware’s Current Condition

- Seasonal Farmers’ Markets every Wednesday afternoon and Saturday 
morning! 

- Big planters!  
- Love for Local!
- Gardening?  
- Recycling??
- Composting???  





Plan A. - Bring in the Professionals 

- $35 a month, $50 for 6 months 
- $5 for college students 
- It’s a subscription and a service 

- Coming soon next spring? 

- https://innovativeorganicsrecycling.com/



QuestionsQuestions

Do you compost? 

Would you compost food scraps if they were picked up curbside, like other 
recyclables? 

Would you pay a service fee to compost food scraps, that you would drop off at 
the Farmers’ Market, or some other Location in Delaware? 

How much would you pay for such service?

Are you concerned about climate change?
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Would you be more interested if you knew your compost was part of an effort to 
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Food Scraps are left overs from food that we don't use or eat when we cook, 
for example, fruit peels, onion skin, the ends of some veggies, etc. Would you 
compost food scraps if they were picked up curbside like other recyclables?
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Addressing Concerns

“ To me these are two unrelated issues” 

Food waste and compost may seem like separate things; but the way we see it at OWU, composting is one solution for food waste. 
They’re related in the sense that we can compost to reduce food waste, and food waste could be reframed as a resource. 

“...eating leftovers..” and “Composting doesn’t stop what people make/cook, it 
doesn’t reduce food waste”

These responses are talking about post-consumer food waste, which is a big deal, but beyond the scope of this project because 
post-consumer FW cannot be composted. This problem is best mitigated by smaller portion sizes and moderation. 

Composting does tackle pre-consumer compost, which is food scraps (peels, stalks, seeds, etc) that is usually produced when 
people cook. In this aspect, composting indeed reduces food waste, it just doesn’t obliterate the whole thing. 
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● Social Venture 
○ The compost would be part of a grand scheme, resulting in reduced food insecurity

Making the Connection



● Social Venture 
○ The compost would be part of a grand scheme, resulting in reduced food insecurity

   You 

           compost → bacteria → worms → worm castings →  buyers

                                     establish vegetable garden ← funding 

              Free fresh produce for those in need!

Making the Connection



Data Projection: 

2018 Population of Delaware, OH: 34,753

Percent Projected to: 

Actively compost: 14,005 - 18,835

Take up composting: 9,175

Would be interested in curbside composting:  25,091 - 31,381

Be willing to pay: 4,830 - 16,402

Would feel encouraged: 16,890-20,748

Willing to pay: 

Nothing* : 16,890

$5: 13,033

$10: 4,830

$15: no one

$20: absolutely no one

*ranging from using their compost in 
their own garden to not being willing 
for other reasons   

https://suburbanstats.org/population/ohio/how-many-people-live-in-delaware



Some quotables: What Does 
Environmentalism mean to you? 



Some Quotables: Ideas to reduce the carbon 
footprint of Delaware



Next Steps:

- Waiting for more responses!
- This survey has the potential to be an ever expanding!

- Small-scale composting in the SLUs
- TreeHouse alone produces roughly a gallon of compost every month
- There are 6 other SLUs and 2 Themed houses  

- Using our own facilities to compost 
- via Zero Waste Activity Course 

- each with kitchens and the potential to produce at                                                                                                                                                          
least the same amount of compost per month


