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Summary: 

 I looked at the initiatives that are currently going on around campus with composting, 

specifically the pallet composters that SLUs are using, researched how they could be more effective and 

gave education on how to implement them.  I also received a SIP grant to purchase an indoor composter 

that will soon arrive on campus and will be utilized by the Treehouse SLU, this will be compared to the 

outdoor piles in effectivity, practicality, and usability.  Finally, I looked at past projects and initiatives 

that the campus could undertake at a larger scale, in an attempt to make it easier for a future student to 

continue this initiative. 

Methods and Results: 

Initially, I looked over the past projects students had done regarding composting on campus.  

With instruction from Dr. Krygier, I decided to help with current composting projects on campus, apply 

for a SIP grant for an indoor composter, and research methods that the university could implement on a 

larger scale, to help with potential future project research.  I reached out to Eva Blockstein, moderator 

of the SLU Treehouse, who had created pallet composting stations to put two between the three SLU 

buildings between the academic and residential portions of campus.  She indicated that it would be 

beneficial to educate the SLUs on the why’s and methods of composting and gave me the information of 

the other SLU moderators.  I then reached out to them about having me give a 10-15 minute 

presentation on composting and did not receive any positive feedback.  One house indicated that they 

felt they had enough information about composting but that for my research it may be beneficial to 

send out a survey that they could pass around.  So I made this survey (Appendix 1) and it indicated that 



the SLUs had questions or were unsure of how to begin and maintain their piles.  So I reached out again 

to the SLUs with the help of Eva and I was able to meet with all of them except the COW house, from 

which I never got a reply.  I gave a 10 minute presentation about composting, the why’s, the what’s, the 

how’s, the common issues and solutions, and answered any questions they had (Appendix 2).  I also sent 

the presentation to each of the moderators so they could continue to look at it.  One of the biggest 

problems that they were having was that the inside compost was attracting fruit flies, so I investigated 

solutions to this problem.  The other problem that they asked about was what to do over the winter, 

which, with the amount of compost I predicted them having would have been entirely acceptable, the 

pile would be warm enough to heat itself and decompose over the winter.  However, this was not the 

case, both piles lie at around 3 inches thick, and the piles should be about a foot thick or thicker to heat 

up sufficiently to continue through the winter.  In feedback that I asked for regarding the presentations 

and the current state of the piles, I got very good reviews on my presentation saying that the houses had 

indeed learned something from it, most commonly in regards to the need to turn the piles every once in 

a while, and the need for carbon based inputs like paper and leaves for the carbon goods to keep the 

pile drier and prevent molding.  Additionally, as I was giving my presentation on what could be 

composted every time there were people that were surprised by different items, and they genuinely got 

excited about the new possibilities.  Moreover, some of the feedback that I got from the moderators 

was that after the presentation, more people in the house were adding to the compost collections and 

that the compost collections had increased since my presentation.  Peace and Justice SLU would like to 

start a garden in the spring of 2018 behind their house (though this has not yet been approved) and 

intends to use the compost for their garden. 

Another portion of my project was to apply for a SIP grant for an indoor composter.  I did a bit of 

research as to what was currently available, what had good reviews, how much they could hold, etc.,  

and decided that the best option for this project would be the Compostio C40 composter.  I then 



reached out to treehouse and asked them whether they would be willing to be the test house for the 

composter and they accepted.  Then, I put together a proposal and sent it to Dr. Krygier who read it and 

suggested it may be beneficial to attempt to get funds from multiple locations and offered to send my 

application to Buildings and Grounds who sometimes fund appliances and such.  They never got back to 

him, so he generously offered to partially fund it with money from the Environment and Sustainability 

department fund and I then applied for the SIP (Appendix 3).  I was awarded the funds and the 

composter has now been ordered.  The intention is to begin to use it next semester and compare 

different aspects of the indoor composter to the outdoor composter.   

The last portion of my project was to look into different options of long-term, large-scale 

composting on campus, and compile information that a future student could then use to help with the 

initiation of such a project.  In order to do this, I looked at previous failed projects on campus, different 

initiatives that other schools and universities have undertaken, and different nearby options that a 

future student could further investigate.   

Recommendations: 

 It may be beneficial to help Peace and Justice start their garden and use the compost 

o In order to do this it would be beneficial to help the SLU’s create a larger pile that will 

successfully keep heat, thereby effectively composting. 

o P&J mentioned that they may be willing to collect compostable materials for the SLUs 

from the Smith Dining Hall in order to do this.  This is not a long term solution, but could 

work in the short term and it could be beneficial to help them with the logistics of this. 

 In addition, it would be beneficial to inquire whether Buildings and Grounds would be willing to 

collect the leaves and grass from behind the SLUs and not remove all of it, but instead allow the 

SLU’s to use it as a carbon base for their projects 



o It could potentially be beneficial to mention that this will remove any smell from the 

compost and allow it to properly heat rather than molding as well as help keep pests 

away. 

 It may be beneficial to determine other uses for the compost around campus if the piles behind 

the SLUs are made large enough to exceed the amount required for P&J’s garden. 

 It would be beneficial to look at the initiatives that other universities have successfully 

undertaken and use them as a model for what OWU could do 

o Get info from Dr. Krygier on the current ideas that are going around about a plan 

between OWU, Stratford Ecological Center, and the City of Delaware for a joint 

composting solution. 

Contacts: 

Dr. Krygier- jbkrygier@owu.edu 

SLU Moderators: 

House of Linguistic Diversity- Nicole White anwhite@owu.edu 

House of Peace and Justice- Izzy Taylor iataylor@owu.edu 

House of Spiritual Athletes- Conner (George) Brown gcbrown@owu.edu 

Interfaith House- Delanie Baker debaker@owu.edu 

Sexuality and Gender Equality House- Marisa Grillo mlgrillo@owu.edu 
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Appendices: 

Appendix 1-Composting Survey 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2-Compost Presentation 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 4-SIP application 

 

 

 



SIP proposal: Comparison of Different Small Scale Composting Techniques 

Allie Niemeyer, John Krygier (Geology & Geography, Environment & Sustainability) 

Indoor composter: Compostio C40 

OWU has initiated several significant composting projects over the last decade. We generate 

over 20 tons of food waste alone every year on campus. What we have learned is that 

composting efforts are costly to initiate and difficult to maintain. None of the previous 

composting efforts have been successful. An alternative approach is to start at a smaller scale, 

and evaluate the effectiveness of several different methods of smaller-scale composting. 

Recently the SLUs on campus have been given pallet composters to implement composting 

within their houses.  This is an introductory step in assessing how the larger campus community 

can get involved in composting, thereby diverting waste from landfills and making our campus 

more ecologically sustainable.  For comparison sake, I propose the purchase of an indoor 

composter, the Compostio C40, with which we can compare (efficiency, usability, quantity) to 

pallet composters.  My research suggests that the indoor composters are more efficient, as they 

can turn compost into soil in 2 weeks, which takes 2-6 months for an outdoor pile.  The indoor 

composter is also able to compost meat and dairy products, which can be composted outdoors, 

but if the piles are not kept warm enough, this can cause the piles to smell.  However, the indoor 

composter does require electricity and has a limited capacity. After consulting with Dr. Krygier I 

believe it will be beneficial to compare two approaches to small-scale composting, to assist in 

expanding composting on campus.  The Treehouse SLU is willing and anxious to be the test 

house for this composter, as they are also fully committing to pallet composting and can help me 

with the information gathering process. Thus this is a project of interest to both students, as well 

as, more broadly, faculty, staff and administration interested in sustainability at OWU. 

The composter that I would like to experiment with is the Compostio C40, which is the top of the 

line indoor composter of those currently available. This kind of in-kitchen composting seems 

likely to be the future of composting.  The Compostio C40 can compost 4 gallons weekly, which 

is sufficient for a normal household, and therefore should be acceptable for housing like the 

SLUs.  Other similar composters are either smaller at the same price, or more expensive and 

currently unavailable.  Additionally, the Compostio composter has good reviews by purchasers, 

so it will be interesting to assess how it actually works and whether it would make sense to 

implement in housing such as the SLUs.  This effort is part of a broader set of sustainability 

practices (recycling, reuse, reduction) currently being investigated for our campus residences and 

facilities, and is in compliance with our new Campus Sustainability Plan and the efforts of the 

Sustainability Task Force (with which this proposal has been shared). Dr. John Krygier, who has 

been involved with sustainability on campus for the last decade, has helped shape this project 

and fully supports the effort. 

In addition, the Environment and Sustainability Program has generously offered to donate $100 

in order to partially fund the project, further reducing the cost of the composter. 

I am asking for funding for: 

$399.00 for the composter 

$15.00 shipping 



$12.00 compostio sawdust pellets (10 lb. box) (this is supposed to sufficient for 6 months) 

-$100 Environment and Sustainability program donation 

Total: $326.00  

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Allie Niemeyer 

 


