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Summary 
 
 Feral cats are a significant and interesting case study of the complexity of human 
environmental interrelationships. The “domesticated” cat is one of the most common human 
pets, yet is quite able to survive and even thrive outside of human control. Cats are less likely to 
be picked up by local animal control, and more likely to develop significant colonies with a 
corresponding impact on local ecosystems. The number of cats abandoned by humans, and the 
feeding of abandoned and feral cats by well-meaning people creates a situation where a 
particular typically domesticated animal comes to play a growing role in the ecosystem. 
Analyzing the patterns of abandoned and feral cats and their relationship to an array of human 
and natural factors serves as an excellent way to study human environmental interactions within 
the proposed Sustainability Region.  
 
Methods and Results 

 
Two Ohio Wesleyan employees have significant knowledge about abandoned and feral 

cats in Delaware. Dr. Stone-Mediatore from the Philosophy Department and staff member Paula 
Travis have years of experience in working with and thinking about abandoned and feral cats. 
 Dr. Stone-Mediatore takes a philosophical approach to the large numbers of abandoned 
and feral cats in Delaware County, largely linked to broader issues of animal ethics. Why are so 
many cats abandoned, and how are feral cat colonies maintained? How is this related to human 
attitudes towards cats and other domesticated pets? What is the role of animal ethics in 
understanding the phenomena of abandoned and feral cats? Importantly, Stone-Mediatore’s 
perspective suggests the way that ideas from the humanities can come to inform projects in the 
Sustainability Region.  
 Paula Travis takes a more practical approach to abandoned and feral cats, and as able to 
provide relatively extensive practical information. Travis had one feral cat show up at her house 
a few years ago, so she fed it, and within about 6 months of the same routine, she had an entire 
colony of about 20 cats feeding in her backyard on W. Winter St. This suggests the ease at which 
feral cat colonies can be established. Travis began to trap the cats one at a time and got them 
spayed or neutered, cutting down on the amounts of feral kittens, but at an increasing financial 
cost. Travis started the Facebook page Feral Felines of Winter Street in an effort to fundraise and 
raise awareness about the Winter Street feral cat colony. Another organization called Pet FBI 
contacted Paula and let her know that they had a grant to pay for spays and neuters for feral cats 
(an increasingly common way to deal with growing feral cat colonies). When the cats are spayed 
or neutered veterinarians generally tip the ear of the cat so that it is easily distinguishable from 
those that have not. SOS is another organization in the Delaware area that offers spaying or 
neutering of feral cats, through a Wednesday morning feral-only clinic. 
 An important thing to realize about feral cats is that they are very different from stray cats 
because they have been born in the wild and left on their own without human care or interaction. 
Ferals are wary of contact and have a life span of around five years due to the extreme weather 



conditions and lack of nutrition that they experience. Fighting, infections, feline leukemia, feline 
AIDS, and cars are also factors that lend to short life spans for feral cats. 
 There are three major feral cat colonies in Delaware (see figure 1). I visited two of them 
including the one behind the 1808 Bistro downtown, as well as the colony near Auto Zone and 
the Eagle’s Lodge on Winter St. Cat shelters and food bowls were present at both sites, and I 
even got to see a few feral cats as well. It wasn’t dusk so there weren’t many around, but I did 
manage to get fairly close to one of the cats behind 1808 before it got pretty skittish and ran off. 
The first cat that I spotted behind 1808 was very clearly pregnant and looking like she would 
give birth in the very near future. None of the cats that I saw had their ears tipped which leads 
me to conclude that no one is doing as much for these colonies as Paula is doing for the one on 
W. Winter. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Feral Cats in Delaware 



Recommendations 
 
1. The tracking (via GPS telemetry) of feral cats is possible (see Horn 2011 for a US example) 
and GPS collars for small mammals are marketed (see figure 2). It may be possible to request 
funds for a small number of such GPS collars that could be part of a test research project on feral 
cats in the Delaware area. Much more work is needed to review the emerging literature on this 
topic and to develop a viable research project, probably by a student and/or faculty in the natural 
sciences. It is also important to consider the social science and humanities issues relevant to feral 
cats.  
 

 
 

Figure 2: Feral Cat GPS Collars (http://www.telemetrysolutions.com) 
 
2. For the short term, an inexpensive project could entail student fieldwork to document feral cat 
colonies and their characteristics in Delaware. This project could also focus on the human role in 
starting and maintaining these colonies, and their environmental impact. Contact should be made 
with animal control and veterinarians in the area regarding this project. 
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