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Out Line of Presentation: 
History of Environmental Education 

• Began with stories meant to teach children about morals and create appreciation of the  
natural world 

• Dust Bowl phenomenon led to more scientific research 

• Modern Environmentalism grew in 1970s 

• Emphasized learning about problems and how to fix them 

• Current trends are away from ideology and activism and more towards allowing students 
to make informed environmental decisions 

Why Environmental Education is Important 

• Increases student appreciation in science 

• Improves student achievement in core subject areas 

• Provides critical tools for a 21st century workforce and the environmental issues they will 
face 

• Helps address ‘nature deficit disorder’ 
  

The Importance of Teaching at a Young Age  

• Children are more curious and open to new ideas 

• Creating environmentalists in preschool ensures they will remain so the rest of their lives 

• Children go home and teach their parents 

• Environmental problems will be a more pressing issue for the next generation and we are 
giving them a head start on solving them 

Goals of the Project  

• Through use of integrated lessons and activities, students at ECC will form a greater 
understanding and appreciation for nature and the world around them.   



• Create a compost bin for the school  

• Teach students about how compost works 

• Understanding of where garbage goes 

Playing With Worms  
 

• Introduce the concept of decomposition 
  
• Desensitize the children to worms/ bugs and foster appreciation 

 
• Explain how worms help eat our organic matter. 

 
Trash, Recycle, or Compost?  
 

• Teach what should be recycled, composted or thrown away 
  
• Set the basis of understanding  for future lessons 

 
• Children experiencing the lesson through the teaching of others 

 
• Making the Compost Bin 

 
• Layering of Compost 

 
• What can be placed in a compost bin 

 
• Capstone to past visits 

 
• Jumping off point for further lessons 

 
• Two part lesson  

• Indoor building of compost  
• Outdoor mixing of compost 
  

• Constant reinforcement 
• Inside the classroom 
• On the playground 
  

Other Aspects to Project  
• Letter home to parents 



  
• Signage 

 
  
• Compost holding bins for class room 
  

Accomplishments: 
  

• Students (and teachers) gained knowledge necessary to dispose of waste sustainably 
 
• Students (and teachers) learned about decomposition, recycling, and compost bins 

 
• ECC gained a permanent compost bin 

 
• Established relationships with students and ECC staff for future visits 

 
The Future of The Project 
  

• Compost bin will continue indefinitely 
 
• We will continue to visit and bring small lessons through spring semester as part of 

independent study 
 

• Future themes: wildlife, trees, gardening, nature art, seasons, etc. 
 
What We Have Learned  
 

• Kids know and remember more than expected! 
  
• Teaching styles are different with preschoolers 

• Emphasize visual and tactile systems 
• Use rewards; stickers, praise, etc.  
• Make personal connections 
 

• Kids are more excited if they make the choice to learn about something 
 

 

 

 



Overview of  Project:  

Environmental Education is something that no child should do without.  Being informed and 

given exposure to environmental concepts allows children to develop a deep understanding of 

the world.  Encompassing this understanding and using our experiences in working outdoor 

education programs, Selby and I decided to form our project around environmental education at 

Ohio Wesleyan’s Early Childhood Center.  

The project began with a meeting with the Early Childhood Center (ECC) instructors.  

The teachers were impressed with the breath of activities and their focus on different “nature” 

topics.  After much discussion the topic was narrowed down to trash deposal and composting 

which was decided would benefit the ECC two fold.  One; the children would be exposed to the 

idea of composting and gain knowledge of where trash goes.  Second; the ECC would become 

more “green” by having a compost bin.  

Three lessons in small, manageable sections were planned to present the concept of 

composting to the students.  Each of the lessons were planned using the three main learning 

styles; tactile/kinesthetic, auditory and visual.  Lessons were also developed to compliment a 

preschooler’s attention span and to integrate other aspects of basic preschool education. 

Our first lesson was bringing earth worms.  During guided exploration, a time when the 

students are able to choose what activities to participate in, the worms were placed on a table and 

the children were allowed observe and hold the worms.  As the children came to the table I was 

able to teach the children about how worms help us make good dirt by decomposing our organic 

material.  How the worms felt, the movement of the worms, and where they are in the food chain 

were also topics covered with the children.  The lesson was a hit with the children who, we are 

told, talked about it for the rest of the week and told their parents when they went home.  



The second lesson was a recycling game that all the students participated in.  First, Selby 

and I talked to the students about what is trash, recycling and compost.  We had three bins/trash 

cans set up in front of the class.  On the table next to the trash cans, there was a pile of trash, 

recycling and compost items.  Two kids at a time were allowed to come to the front of the class 

and chose an object and place it in the right bin.  Positive reinforcement was used by giving the 

students stickers and telling them “good job.”  This gave the students a base knowledge of what 

goes where and prepared them for our next lesson.  

Our final lesson was the building of the compost bin.  We developed a compost bin that 

would be easy for the ECC to maintain and would continue to engage the children since they 

would help with the compost mixing by rolling the bin on its side.  In the classroom we had a 

cluster of compostable objects.  The students were invited to come up to us and help place 

objects in the bin while we continued to discuss the subject of composting.  After placing all the 

objects in the bin we taught the first group, who had their playground time, where the compost 

bin would be and how to help mix it. That class would then teach the other classes what they had 

learned.  

Along with the lessons, letters were sent to the parents about what we were doing at the 

ECC and detailing what our goals and hopes were in teaching this subject matter.  Signs were 

made for each trash can, recycling bin, and the compost bin. The signs included pictures of 

appropriate objects for each bin which gave students the independence of making their own 

choice.    

 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix:  
 This project will continue next semester as an independent study.  The goal of this is to 
continue to develop Environment concepts for the students and the expose them to the world 
around them.  This could branch  into other topics, such as wildlife, trees, “green” art projects, 
and other environmental topics/issues.  Biweekly or monthly meetings with the teachers at the 
ECC will help Selby and I to develop our lessons and help us to become better educators.  
 
On Selby’s Appendix is the letter that was sent to the Parents at the ECC  
  
Photos of Project:  

 
The bins used in the game played at the ECC 
 



 
The compost bin  
 

 
Selby and the compost bin  
 



        
Helping students put objects into the compost bin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Signage developed for the ECC:  

 

 
 



 


