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   Sustainability Plan 

 
The STF proposed plan was finished in the spring along with over 50 signatures 
gathered over the summer. The final proposal was sent to Rock’s office in June and a 
meeting with Rock’s team to discuss was set for July 20th. 

 
   Campus Garden 

 
One project that has been failing over and over since sometime in the 1960s. There are 
many reasons this fails. First, students are not around during peak growing season. 
There are few things that can be grown and harvested during the school year without a 
greenhouse. A DIY greenhouse was purchased but it is unknown where it ended up and 
would take significant work to set up. Second, students are busy and have a hard time 
committing the same amount of hours every week required to maintain a garden. This 
might be possible with several students per plot and someone to oversee them, remind 
them, and such. However, this position would be difficult to fund and not likely to occur 
strictly through volunteering. This could fall under an independent study but those are 
transient and not sustainable. Sometimes a few students get the gumption to keep up a 
garden for a whole season but after a year or two it returns to weeds and falls under the 
responsibility of departments who have plenty of other work to do. Even with the 
possibility of a student remaining over the summer in return for housing someone needs 
to oversee them. There are no current faculty or employees that have the time to commit 
to this either. There is a current attempt to organize an activity course for gardening 
however an instructor has yet to be found. This may help students find time as a grade is 
attached and at the very least there are several students for the duties to fall on. Funding 
the garden is not so much as issue. Chartwells in willing to buy whatever produce but 
would prefer a briefing ahead of time to make sure the produce is something they will 
likely use and not a bunch of rutabagas. There are also other ‘weedy’ crops that could 
be grown easily and sold to chartwells, yellowbird, or local businesses such as mint. 
Another suggestion for motivation of the students is to have a rental system per plot. 
Then if the plot is left in bad condition, there is a fee for clean-up. This doesn’t solve the 
problem so much as avoid it. There are plenty of individuals willing to lend expertise on 
gardening such as Chris Burger, Jeff Dickinson, Tadd Petersen, Cindy Montgomery, 
Neal Gearinger, Bob Harter, Dale Miller, and Eric Pawlowski. A binder of expert 
information could easily be compiled or single day workshops organized. A garden 
would nicely complement the new food studies minor but perhaps for now internships at 
Stratford Ecological Center and MTSO Seminary Hill Farm will have to do.  
 
 



 
   Activity Courses 

 
This project involved creating activity based courses that taught sustainable practices 
like gardening and home/car/general repair. Chris Fink (HHK) gave the go ahead to 
create the classes under the current activity course model. The actual class would be 3-
4 hours per week for 8 weeks with some outside of class work such as weeding the 
garden or practicing a technique. The instructor would be paid approximately $500 
through a contract with the university. Unfortunately no instructors have been found. 
Peter Schantz thought some of the employees from Buldings and Ground would be 
interested but none have stepped up. For the garden course, we originally asked Tadd 
and the Seminary Hill Farm crew but it became apparent that they were too busy. We 
also reached out to Cindy Montgomery of the 2nd Ward Community Center, several 
members of the Master Gardeners, and Stratford Ecological center but no one knew of 
anyone willing or interested. One last effort if to meet with the OEFFA Sustainable 
Agriculture Educators from OSU.  

 
   Environmental and Sustainability Program Alumni Connections 

 
Facebook is hard to maintain as is Linkedin and Newsletters but surely there is a better 
way. This may be worth discussing during the faculty workshop 

 
   University Website Page 

 
Currently working with communications on a sustainability page on the main university 
website.  

 
   Article on Green OWU 

 
There are plenty of lesser accomplishments being published in newsletters such as from 
AASHE. We should try to get published talking about something we do well. The 
adoption of our first sustainability plan would be perfect topic once (and if) it is approved. 

 
   Local Food 

 
The Hyper Local Salad bar has been finalized. A contract with MTSO Seminary Hill 
Farm to provide salad greens is now in place. To start, the salad greens will be in Smith 
Dining Hall and possibly the to-go salads of other locations. This can expand in the 
future to more locations and more types of produce until chartwells meets the 20% local 
goal with hyper-local foods. It may also be possible to involve Yellow Bird Network. Ellen 
Sizer is the point person on this project with the goal of increasing vegan and vegetarian 
options on campus. This items added from Seminary Hill Farm will be mostly vegan 
 
 



 
   City of Delaware Partnership 

 
Colin Smith seemed interested in partnership with OWU as the city Sustainability & 
Watershed Coordinator but he has moved on and the city is hiring for the position this 
summer. We should establish a connection with the new coordinator once they get 
settled. There was a long standing relationship between campus and Colin’s 
predecessor.  

 
   Bike Share Program 

 
There has been interest in bringing back the bike share program but the old bikes are 
broken and well old. The campus is likely too small and with limited to interest for a full 
bike program to be sustainable. The City was talking about something like this and it 
might be good option for OWU to piggyback on that program. Perhaps even a 
partnership could be established. This would be something to discuss with the new 
sustainability coordinator for the city unless there is a better contact. 

 
   Campus Energy Challenge 

 
This is one of the student able project in the sustainability plan and many campuses 
have programs like this.The idea is to run a program in the fall so that increases student 
awareness concerning energy use so that they remember the energy efficient behaviors 
all year long. OWU students (other than those already enthusiastic) are unlikely to 
participate much as they are all too busy or too disinterested. One way to get the 
majority of campus involved would be to just host a month of energy free events. This 
could be done by asking each student group to hold one event/meeting that is energy 
free. Then we publicize all the separate events together as the unplugged month. This is 
far less work for far more participation. To see if this is possible I will reach out to student 
group leaders once schools starts. 

 
   Oil Divestment 

 
There are stories about a student protest concerning oil divestment and a commitment 
from the administration but with little follow-up. WCSA seems interested in this but I 
could find nothing in the transcript archives. I reached out to Sally Leber concerning this 
on a recommendation from a WCSA member. 

 
   Sustainable Residential Model 

 
The idea here was to have some rooms that followed a model that allowed students to 
actually live sustainably. This may be a themed floor community or just a set of rooms 
but they would alleviate many of the obstacles students face when trying to live 
sustainably. This was discussed with ResLife and they seemed interested especially into 



making this a freshman themed thing. But the freshmen themed halls seem to be on 
hold and there will be some new faces soon so it would be worth meeting with ResLife 
again about this in several months and especially good to wait until the plan is adopted 
(if it is going to be) so that discussions might hold more weight.  

 
   Hydration Stations 

 
This is a successful past project but there are still efforts to increase usage and 
decrease plastic bottle consumption. There was project to get more stations in athletics 
areas and give incoming student athletes new water bottles. There is current follow up to 
see where this led.  

  
   Chimney Swift Towers 

 
This project with Dick Tuttle has still not happened. From what I understand, there is a 
plan, tower schematics, budget, donor, student and faculty interest, and a go ahead from 
B&G but it is still on hold. Karen Crossman was working to finally push this through 
earlier this summer but it is unknown who if anyone has picked it up. Some inquiry is 
necessary. 

 
   Green Reusable Food Containers 

 
Our two year old reusable food container program allows students to use green 
containers for a 5 food point deposit from the market place. The points are returned to 
them upon returning the container. However, incentive for using the containers is low 
because the returning process requires students to wait in line in order for their points to 
be returned. The initial green containers OWU purchased are also smaller, and therefore 
contain less food, than the current paper boxes. New larger containers alleviate that 
problem. The ability to scan the boxes requires new cash registers but would allow the 
containers to be returned much easier at many locations. Another issue with 
participation is the “tree-hugger hippie” image attached with the containers. Chartwells is 
unlikely to expand to only green containers until participation increases but participation 
may not increase until complete and free implementation or returning becomes easier. 
Chartwells may be willing to make the switch if we could show that cost of lost bins 
would equal savings of not purchasing throw aways.  
 

 
   Campus Composting 

 
Compost has been attempted but did not last. First, Price Farms no longer accepts our 
compost anymore because some of the compost from somewhere (not necessarily us) 
was contaminated and the company that transported it stopped doing so. There is new 
person in town that may be able to take compost though the Health Department does 
not endorse him. Peter Schantz seems alright with giving him compost anyway or finding 



new transport. Which leaves funding as the main issue. Paying someone to take the 
compost away shouldn't effectively cost anything if we can renegotiate our contract with 
the city. Peter seems very confident that this can happen. Then there is still a need for a 
dumpster farm. This is beneficial for containing compost but also to make B&G more 
efficient and make the campus look better.  It costs around $12,000. Jenna Hicks from 
DKMM said they could probably meet us in the middle with that as long as we fill out the 
recycling survey that we have abstained from for the past several years. She is waiting 
from proposal from Peter by August 4th. We would need to come up with half still but 
could try WCSA. This would only be kitchen scraps from Chartwells and not introducing 
compost back to everyone else as that requires lots of manpower to sort through 
garbage as students did once before. Full compost would need to be separate project 
but there are fancy new kitchen composters that don’t smell that may be a nice addition 
to the SLUs and that cost $1000. Eva Blockstein was also going to build outdoor 
compost bins for each SLU. 

 
   Building Retrofits 

 
A contract was put together with a company to come in and do an energy audit and then 
propose retrofits for some of the buildings, however a second competing contract is 
currently being sought to ensure we are getting the best agreement.  

 
   Recycling Program 

 
Once started as something students collected, this is now institutionalized. All recycling 
on campus is commingled, collected by B&G, and goes to a company other than the city. 
There has been some debate on the number and placement on containers on campus. 
A survey of trash cans and bins will be pursued in the fall utilizing GIS to visualize the 
distribution as well.  

 
   Sustainable Campus Rankings 

 
There have been rankings in the past with self-reporting. When communications did the 
reporting we received a D rank but when those actually involved with sustainability on 
campus did the reporting the grade increased to a B. This was several years ago. One 
option for rankings now would be AASHE Stars.  

 
   NOW Festival 

 
OWU had a table at the 2017 NOW Festival. Having no prior experience with the 
festival, I was not optimally prepared. For example, much of the interactions were with 
children so there was a need for content steered towards younger ages. Some good 
networking happened at the festival however. One main part of the festival is the raffle of 
sponsored rain barrels. An email to the city watershed coordinator next March would 
allow OWU to sponsor a barrel next year.  



 
   Environment and Sustainability Program Meetings 

 
With the new stand alone majors in the Environment and Sustainability Program, it may 
be time for the individuals in the program to be a more cohesive group. Three proposed 
events would contribute to this. First, a faculty happy hour would be held before the 
beginning of the semester.The main goal of the gathering is to establish a date and plan 
for an Environment and Sustainability Workshop day. This half day event later in the 
semester will provide a forum for members of the program to become more familiar with 
the curriculum of others, find inspiration to adjust their own curriculum, decide on goals 
for the program, and discuss possible program speakers. The workshop will help to 
solidify, strengthen, and unify the program. In addition to the faculty events, a full 
program picnic with faculty and students would be held on September 8th. If there is an 
interest, a kayak trip may be organized for later in the year.  

 
   Kappa Alpha Omicron Honor Society 

 
The is a environmental studies/science honors society sponsored by the Interdisciplinary 
Environmental Association and may be another good addition to the new program. It 
requires a one time $500 fee plus $80 each for two faculty members to join to 
association. All other fees rely on the students. Once funding for environmental science 
is cleared, ES & ES can split the fee and two professors should be willing to help with 
the society. Then we will need to present to provost and president.  

 
   Sustainable Communities Design Handbook 2nd Edition Case Study 

 
OWU is featured in the 2nd edition of this book being published with year. The editor is 
Alum Woodrow Clark III. Dr. John Krygier and Emily Howald are the authors of the 
chapter. 

 
   May Move Out 

 
This is a successful project for several years now and almost works on its own. In may, 
when students are moving out, B&G places pods near the major dumpsters on the 
residential side of campus. The pods are open for students to leave reusable items 
instead of throwing them away. During peak moving times, there are student volunteers 
helping individuals move items into the pod and keeping awareness of the program up. 
Over 10 tons of material are collected each year. Goodwill periodically comes to pick up 
all items in the bins. What they cannot sell, they recycle. The pods are funded by B&G, 
after a reduction of the number of dumpsters at the end of the year. Banners are hung 
from the pods with the MMO cow. A mini event in held near spring break where a 
goodwill truck sits on the jay collecting items. Stickers with the MMO cow are also 
handed out for publicity. Recycling bins were also added to the bins this year however 
better signage may be useful in the future. It was also recommended to have a volunteer 



meeting instead of just emails and to leave the pods out until all summer students have 
also moved.  

 
   Sustainability Coordinator 

 
In 2011, the university received a American Recovery and Reinvestment Act grant for a 
two year position. At the end of those two years, the university chose not to continue the 
position due to funding. Other grants have been sought since for the position but the 
available grant programs will not fund salaries despite the large impact the position 
would make. A student protest in 2013 showed university commitment to this position 
but no other progress has been made. Students voted that they may be willing to pay a 
green fee to fund the position but the university wanted to avoid more fees tacked onto 
tuition. This could be lumped into the tuition but would raise the question of why other 
things could not also be funded this way. A several million dollar donation to the 
endowment would be enough for the position but there are several projects in line first 
for donations. Plus you can’t put a plaque on a staff position. Another option is green 
revolving fund based off energy efficiency investments however there is even more 
hesitation towards this. The endowment could be used for the initial investment as this 
investment might actually more lucrative than many other investments the endowment is 
currently used for but there is little precedent for this action. Most likely the university will 
have to commit to adding this to the yearly budget sometime in the future. Adoption of 
the sustainability plan may help to reopen conversations about this topic.  

 
   Solar/Renewable Energy 

 
There were conversations about the university opting into to a solar program that would 
build an array east of campus where the panels would be most viable however there 
were many issues and the topic was dropped for now. Other panels on the campus 
would serve more for education than actual maximized energy production. The university 
also may not have the funds to invest in something like this currently. Renewable energy 
can be purchased through the electric company relieving us of the need of actual costly 
infrastructure. There is a 15% increase in cost for renewable energy from our current 
provider. The university currently spends about $1,375,000 on electricity per year. An 
switch to 5% renewable was recommended in the plan which would increase the cost by 
about $10,000 per year, a small fraction of what is currently spent but still a fair amount 
of money. 

 
   Food Recovery 

 
There is a current food recovery program on campus started by Chloe Dyer in 2014. So 
far it only is on wednesdays taking food from the marketplace to hope clinic across the 
street. There was some concern about someone taking over the project once Chloe 
graduates this year. She was trying to expand to more days, more food, and more 
places but was having a hard time finding places that would (and even could) accept the 



food. Some of the issues are around food laws that only non-profits can give out food 
and be legally alright if someone gets sick from it. Also many places have their own strict 
rules on what food they take due to lack of refrigeration or simply to avoid food law 
issues. One possibility that has been discussed is opening up the campus as the food 
distributor and have a regular food kitchen open here so that food would not have to be 
transported and to eliminate difficulties across various organizations. Some other 
campuses have done this. This requires more manpower and even more logistics. The 
health department is very helpful at answering questions about food laws though. It 
would be good to check in with Chloe this year to see if she could use assistance from 
the task force to keep the program from dying next year. Also Dan with chartwells 
mentioned that they send food off to local food banks at other times, not through the 
food recovery network. Perhaps a meeting with Jennifer Way-Young (Health Dept), Dan 
Magee (Chartwells), and Chloe Dyer (FRN) should be organized to straighten this all out 
this year.  

 
   Bees 

 
There are beehives on camus taken care of by the new Bee Club. Not much known 
about the project but the senior that started the project has graduated.  

 
   AASHE Conference 

 
The conference is in San Antonio October 15th-17th. I am registered for the conference 
and the student summit. Others are encouraged to attend as well.  

 
   NCSE Student Conference 

 
I will be attending this student conference in Dayton on September 23rd and presenting 
a poster based on the chapter case study written this summer.  

 
   Delaware Run Restoration 

 
Many individuals have been interested in restoring the delaware run, particularly as a 
stream restoration project where companies pay to restore a stream after damaging 
another. The recent city sustainability coordinator was interested in this project however 
is moving on. The next coordinator may be willing to pick up the project. This would need 
to be discussed in a meeting.  

 


