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Summary 
 
The purpose of the Chimney Swift Tower project is to give Chimney Swifts in the area a safe 
place to nest where people will not disturb them. Currently, Chimney Swifts in the area are 
taking shelter in the few chimneys that are un-netted around Delaware. Chimney Swifts have 
been losing their homes due to new houses that do not have chimneys or the chimney caps 
people are installing to keep animals out. By building one swift tower on campus, we can give a 
good roost for about 100 birds. The long term goal of having two Chimney Swift Towers on 
Campus will help house 200 birds, and given the data collected by Dick Tuttle there are more 
than enough Chimney Swifts in the area to make these towers worthwhile. 
 
Goals 
 
After discussing with Dick Tuttle and John Krygier about feasible goals, I came up with some 
short term and long term goals; short term meaning within the next two semesters and long term 
meaning in the foreseeable future. Within the next year I would like to see a Chimney Swift 
Tower built on campus. To make the most of this tower and make it a learning experience for 
students it could be retrofitted with a camera to monitor the Chimney Swifts nesting inside. This 
camera feed should be published on the OWU website and available for everyone to see. It could 
be useful for data recording for classes as well as a learning experience for the community. 
Building a tower and broadcasting its usefulness will help the community, and other 
organizations interested in helping, an example to work from. This gives good face to the school 
and its awareness of environmental problems. Long term I would like see two Chimney Swift 
Towers on campus. These towers should have rain gardens underneath them to purify any runoff. 
Both of them should have a camera in the nest and on pointed on the entrance. It would be great 
to see clubs and or classes that monitor the Towers and collect data during the nesting season. 
This information should be put on a database to document the effectiveness of OWU’s Chimney 
Swift Towers. 
 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
1. Work with Dick Tuttle to plan the building of the towers. He knows the specifics about the 
birds and knows what is best for them. 
 
2. Work with the school to figure out how the tower can be astatically pleasing. The school will 
not let an out of place tower be built on campus. 
 
3. Work with the web master of the school to see if you can get a section of the website to link 
the cameras. 



 
4. Work with different professors and club to help monitor the towers and gardens below them. 
 
Contacts 
 
John Krygier – Faculty Advisor – jbkrygier@owu.edu 
Dick Tuttle – Local Bird Enthusiast and Expert -  ohtres@cs.com 
 
Appendix A: Maps and Data Points 
 

 

 
Proposed Tower Locations 
 
Data Collected by Dick Tuttle: 
http://makingmaps.owu.edu/chimneyswifts/ChimneySwiftDataPoints.html 
 
 



Sam  Keen,  Boston  Wellener,  Alex  Johnson  
  

Chimney  Swift  Towers  
  
Summary:  

The  purpose  of  the  Chimney  Swift  Tower  project  is  to  give  Chimney  Swifts  in  the  area  a  safe  
place  to  nest  where  people  will  not  disturb  them.  Currently,  Chimney  Swifts  in  the  area  are  taking  
shelter  in  the  few  chimneys  that  are  un-netted  around  Delaware.  Chimney  Swifts  have  been  losing  their  
homes  due  to  new  houses  that  do  not  have  chimneys  or  the  chimney  caps  people  are  installing  to  keep  
animals  out.  By  building  one  swift  tower  on  campus,  we  can  give  a  good  roost  for  about  100  birds.  The  
long  term  goal  of  having  two  Chimney  Swift  Towers  on  Campus  will  help  house  200  birds,  and  given  
the  data  collected  by  Dick  Tuttle  there  are  more  than  enough  Chimney  Swifts  in  the  area  to  make  these  
towers  worthwhile.  

  
  

Results:  
The  Chimney  Swift  tower  is  coming  along.  We  have  finalized  our  blue  prints  in  a  3-D  modeling  

program,  and  have  started  to  look  into  some  audio/visual  recording  devices  but  have  not  found  the  
perfect  one  yet.  Richard  Tuttle  has  met  with  the  construction  crew  and  is  currently  waiting  for  them  to  
finish  other  projects  before  the  building  process  can  proceed.  Currently  as  far  as  the  tower  in  concerned  
its  more  or  less  a  waiting  game  since  nothing  else  can  really  be  done  without  the  building  crew’s  
participation.    It  would  probably  be  helpful  to  double  check  with  buildings  and  grounds  at  this  point  to  
make  sure  that  both  the  location  and  the  type  of  exterior  that  needs  to  be  on  the  outside  of  the  tower  

  



  

  
  
  



  
Birds  on  Campus  

  
Summary:  

After  hitting  a  brick  wall  on  our  Chimney  Swift  Project,  we  were  left  looking  for  some  new  
ideas  for  a  project.  Dr.  Krygier  gave  us  this  old  bird  map  from  a  previous  project  that  he  thought  we  
could  improve  on.  So  we  worked  on  updating  an  old  map  that  tried  to  show  people  where  they  could  
possibly  see  different  types  of  birds  in  the  area.  
  

(Old  Bird  Map)  

  

We  decided  to  broaden  the  scope  of  the  map  to  include  more  of  Delaware.  We  started  by  looking  at  
the  features  highlighted  on  the  old  map,  then  made  new  categories  that  would  better  describe  different  
types  of  land  in  the  area.  

We  printed  off  a  map  of  the  area  we  wanted  to  work  with  and  started  dividing  Delaware  up  into  these  
different  sections:  

● Water  Feature  
● Open  Woodland  
● Open  Lawn  
● Woods  
● Dense  Housing  

*We  also  added  the  locations  of  fruit  trees,  feeders,  and  bird  houses  around  campus.  
  



  
  
After  tracing  the  areas  over  the  Ortho  photo  of  Delaware,  we  went  to  ArcGIS  and  added  new  polygon  
and  point  shapefiles  to  create  a  new  layer.    
This  is  what  it  looked  like  in  ArcGIS:  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



Next  we  made  the  new  layer  transparent  so  that  the  user  can  see  actual  pictures  of  Delaware  in  the  
background.  Then  sent  it  to  Duplicating  to  see  how  it  would  look…  
  

  
  
The  final  copy  will  explain  everything  on  the  back  side  of  this  map,  we  choose  to  do  a  tri-fold  map  
because  we  thought  thats  what  looked  best.  



  
And  that  wraps  up  our  Birds  on  Campus  project.  
  
Thank  You  

● John  Krygier  
● Dick  Tuttle  
● Emily  Webb  
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